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The Development of World History Studies in China in Recent Years: A Survey

I will summarize the development of world history studies * in China since the beginning of the new 21st Century. During this period 
world history studies in China have had relatively great achievements. According to the available statistics, during the period 2001 to 
2005, more than 500 books on world history and about 3500 related articles were published in China — on average about 100 books and 
about 700 articles a year. It is a big number, but of course, we cant appraise the academic results only by quantity. Nevertheless, if we 
look at the academic results by quality, we also can see great progress.  

Since the beginning of the 21st Century more and more books on general world history are being published. As we know, in the second 
half of the 20th century no book on general world history written by Chinese historians was published in China, except a popular textbook 
for university students edited by Professors ZHAO Yiliang and WU Yujin. Although some books on periods of world history, or on the 
history of certain countries did appear. Nevertheless in this new Century the situation is changing. A big series of 38 volumes of World 
History edited by the Institute of World History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences will come out soon. There have already been some 
books published in this area1. 

An obvious characteristic of these 21st century world history studies is that progress can be seen in almost every area, especially it was in 
ancient history. This was always a very difficult area in world history due to the languages and materials, but the situation was changed. 
According to partial statistics, during the period from 2001 to 2005 over 100 more books and almost 400 articles were published in this 
area. A level of publication is without parallel in non-western countries except Japan. If we keep in mind that in China there were fewer 
than 200 specialists in this area, we can appreciate how difficult it was to achieve these results.  

If we look at the contents of these publications we could find some shortcomings. As before the publications have been focused on the 
ancient West, especially on the Antiquity, much more than on the ancient Orient. For example, more than 150 articles, almost half of all 
articles on ancient history; and more than 50 books, almost half of all books on ancient history, have focused on Ancient Greece; and 
over 60 articles and about 40 books on ancient Rome. 

In the area of Antiquity studies the range and depth of these publications is increasing. Scholars were concerned with different topics, 
such as the general outline of ancient world2 social stratum system in ancient states3 ancient Greek philosophy and history4, ancient 
Greek rites5, ancient Greek women6, the times and society in reflection of Homer’s epic7, the Hellenistic time8, the populace in the early 
Rome9, republic and monarchy in ancient Rome10, ancient Roman culture11, architecture12, women13, corps14, history of literature15, and so 
on. Among these books some were monographs, some — edited books, some — pamphlets. There are also some translations16.  
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Although ancient Orient studies went slower paced than those on the ancient West, there are some achievements. According to statistics 
during 2001 to 2005 more than 20 books were published in this area17. In 2006 some monographs were published18.  

In addition to books about 70 articles on the ancient history of the Orient were published, among them about 30 articles — on ancient 
Egypt, about 20 — on Mesopotamia, about 20 — on ancient India. Especially important is that some young scholars are able to 
understand and use the original ancient languages for writing papers, such as articles on ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphics19, on cuneiform 
characters, Assyriology, Jewish Dead Sea Scrolls, Hittite, ancient ethnic problems etc.20  

In comparison with ancient world history studies, mediaeval studies are relatively underdeveloped either in research results or in training 
qualified personnel. However even in this area some achievements have been made. For example, we can see that the research scale and 
scope of research topics were widened, more new methods and techniques were adopted, research and teaching forces and centers were 
more reasonably distributed throughout the whole country, etc.  

If we looked at the publications we can see new subjects and topics such as church law,21 social transformation22, stratum of merchant23, 
common law24, feudal monarchical power25, migrant problem26, knight’s life27, formation of modern state28, etc. In addition to books a lot 
of articles focusing on political, economical and social history in Western Europe have been published. Among them are some relatively 
new topics, such as the remarriage of widows in Europe29, noble women’s cultivation oneself according to religious doctrine30, different 
questions concerning religions31, and so on. 

Apart from Western Europe there has been some progress in the area of the study of Byzantine, Eastern Europe and Asia. For example, a 
monograph on Byzantine history has published32; there are some books on the history of Eastern Europe and Slavs33, and some books on 
Asian history34.  

Modern and contemporary history studies always has been a focus point in world history. According to partial statistics, from 2001 to 
2005, more than 50 books and 600 articles have been published. Several books on general modern and contemporary history have come 
out35. Some authors of general history books adopted different points of view, so their works possess different emphasis. For example, 
some investigated the development of capitalism36, some emphasized the evolution and changes of history37, some looked at history from 
the view of exchanges between civilizations38, other emphasized the inspiration of history39, and so on.  

Concerning regional and country history, the emphasis is still on Western European and North American history. Many books have been 
published on the history of the United Kingdom40, Germany41, France42, the integration of Europe43, USA44, and Canada45 etc. In these 
books we can see the new research area and topics, new methods, new materials, new points of view and the growth of young 
researchers. For example, urban history, history of population, ethnic history, cultural history, Nazism, community development etc. are 
relatively new topics. Although environment history is a very new area there have already been some published research books46. 

The year of 2005 was marked the 60th anniversary of the ending of World War II, which reverberated in historical studies. In 2005 a lot 
of works devoted to the war were published, either about the whole process of war47, or on certain fighting country or front48, also on 
China’s war against Japanese aggression49. 
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Another focus point in world history studies since the beginning of the new Century is the history of Russia and Eastern Europe. It is 
closely related to the dramatic changes within the Soviet Union and Eastern European Socialist countries in late 1990s. In addition to a 
number of articles, many books were published, among them ones dealing specially with the rise and fall of the Soviet Union50, others 
concern different problems of Soviet and Russian history51. An important achievement by Chinese historians was the collecting and editing 
of the historical archives and materials such as Select Archives of Soviet History in 34 vols52. Many works are devoted to Russian history53 

and Eastern European history54.  

In the area of history of international relations historians have also published many books55. 

Since 2001 Chinese historians have made great progress in researches on Asian, African and Latin-American history. According to 
available statistics, during 2001 to 2005, more than 160 academic books, and about 400 articles have been published in Asian history. 
Correspondingly, the traditional history of North-East Asia and South-East Asia and South Asia were emphasized. East Asia history has 
attracted the attention of many historians. In 2006, first book on the General History of East Asia was published in China56, in addition to 
a number of works on Japan, India and other regions57. 

In this new Century Chinese historians have taken more efforts to do researches in the history of Western and central Asia, especially 
their modern and contemporary history. Some related books have been published,58 a general history of Central Asia in 3 vols. has been 
published by the Xinjiang People’s Publishing House. 

The history of Africa was usually an under-developed area, but since 2001 historians have made progress in its study, focusing on its two 
geographic ends, namely Egypt and South Africa. There have been more books published on South African history than before59. As to 
Egypt we have mentioned above. Moreover, some popular books on African history have appeared60. 

In the area of Latin-American history there have been some new works, among them ones on general history of Latin-America61, others 
dealing with special topics62. 

I have described the main developments in world history studies in China after 2001. There are achievements in every area of world 
history and Chinese historians have taken great strides. At the same time, we can see deficiencies. In future we must do our best to push 
further the development of world history and to achieve more results. Strengthening the international communication with scholars from 
different countries is an important measure for promoting the development of world history studies. 
* In China world history usually does not include the history of China. 
1.  Such as 齐世荣主编：《人类文明的演进》(上下卷) ( The Evolution of Human Civilization, in two vols. , ed., by QI 

Shirong,)，中国青年出版社，2001年; 李世安、孟广林等编：《世界文明史》( History of World Civilizations edited by LI Shian and MENG 
Guanglin )，中国人民大学出版社，2002年; 刘明翰、郑一奇主编：《人类精神文明发展史》( 4 卷本) ( A History of Human Spiritual Development, 
in 4 vols. edited by LIU Minghan and ZHANG Yiqi )，中国青年出版社，2003年; 马克尧主编：《世界文明史》( 3卷本) ( History of World 
Civilizations, in 3 vols., edited by MA Keyao )， 北京大学出版社，2003年, etc. 
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2.  For example, 刘家和、廖学盛主编：《世界古典文明史研究导论》 ( Guide of History of Antiquity, edited by LIU Jiahe and LIAO Xuesheng ), 
高等教育出版社，2001年. 

3.  施治生等主编：《古代国家的等级制度》 ( Social Stratum System in Ancient States, edited by SHI Zhisheng )，中国社会科学出版社，2003年. 
4.  宋继杰主编：《Being 与西方哲学传统》 ( Being and the Tradition of Western Philosophy, edited by SONG Jijie 

)，河北大学出版社，2002年；晏绍详：《古代希腊历史与学术史初学集》 (YAN Shaoxiang, History of Ancient Greek History and Academia 
)，湖北人民出版社，2003年. 

5.  吴晓群：《古希腊仪式文化研究》 (WU Xiaojun , A Study of the Rites in Ancient Greece )，上海社会科学院出版社，2000年. 
6.  裔昭印：《古希腊的妇女：文化视域中的研究》(YI Zhaoyin,Women in Ancient Greece )，商务印书馆，2001年. 
7.  晏绍详：《荷马社会研究》 (YAN Shaoxiang, A Study of Homer’s Society )，上海三联书店，2006年. 
8.  陈恒：《希腊化研究》 CHEN Heng, A Study of Hellenism )，商务印书馆，2006年. 
9.  胡玉娟：《古罗马早期平民问题研究》 ( WU Yujuan, Research on the Populace in Early Ancient Rome ) ，北京师范大学出版社，2002年. 
10.  宫秀华：《罗马：从共和走向帝制》 ( GONG Xuehua,Rome: from Republic to 

Monarchy )东北师范大学出版社，2002年；叶民：《最后的古典：阿米安和他笔下的晚期罗马帝国》 ( YE Ming, The Last Classic: Ammianus and 
the Late Roman Empire in his Reflections )，天津人民出版社，2004年. 

11.  朱龙华：《罗马文化》( ZHU Longhua, Roman Culture )，上海社会科学院出版社，2003年. 
12.  张晓校：《罗马建筑》 ( ZHANG Xiaojiao, Roman Architecture )，福建人民出版社，2001年. 
13.  刘文明：《文化变迁中的罗马女性》( LIU Wenming, Roman Women in the Cultural Changes )，湖南人民出版社，2001年. 
14.  金海：《罗马军团》,( JIN Hai, Roman Corps ), 辽宁人民出版社，2002年. 
15.  刘文孝主编：《罗马文学史》 ( History of Roman Literature, edited by LIU Wenxiao )，云南人民出版社，2003年. 
16.  理查德•詹金斯：《罗马的遗产》 ( Richard James, The Legacy of Rome ), 晏绍详、吴舒展译，上海人民出版社，2002 年；M. 

L.芬利：《希腊的遗产》 ( M. L. Finley, The Legacy of Greece ) ，张强等译，上海人民出版社，2004年. 
17.  Such as 刘文鹏：《古代埃及史》( LIU Wenpeng, The Ancient History of Egypt 

)，商务印书馆，2000年。关于古埃及的研究，还应提到郭丹彤的《古代埃及的对外关系研究》 ( GUO Dantong, A Study of Foreign Relations of 
Ancient Egypt )，黑龙江人民出版社，2005年; 瞿连仲：《释迦牟尼生平与思想》( QU Lianzhong, Life and Thoughts of Buddha 
)，商务印书馆，2001年; 巫白慧：《印度哲学：吠陀经探义和奥义书新解》 ( WU Baihui, Indian Philosophy: the New Understanding of Upanisad 
)，东方出版社，2000年; 李铁匠：《古代伊朗文化史》( LI Tiejiang, The Cultural History of Ancient Iran )，苏州大学出版社，2003年; J. 
R.哈里斯编：《埃及的遗产》 ( J.R. Harris, The Legacy of Egypt )，上海人民出版社，2006年; 姚为群选译：《古印度流派哲学经典》( YAO Weiqun 
et al tr., Classics of Ancient Indian Philosophic Trends )，商务印书馆，2003年, etc. 

18.  For example, 拱玉书：《升起来吧！像太阳一样――苏美尔史诗< 恩美卡与阿拉之王> 》 ( Gong Yushu, On Sumerian Historical Epic “ Enmeika 



and King of Ara ” )，昆仑出版社，2006年；徐建新：《好太王碑拓本の研究》 ( XU Jianxin, Studies in the book of Rubbing of Hao Tai Wang 
Tablet ) ，东京堂2006年. 

19.  参见王海利《古埃及象形文字的译名》 ( WANG Haili, “ About the translate term of Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyph ” ) ,载《世界历史》( in World 
History ) 2003 年第5 期. 

20.  吴宇虹：《苏美尔和阿卡德语文献中的狂犬病和狂犬》 ( WU Yuhong, “ The Hydrophobia in Documents of Sumerian and Akkadian Languages ” 
),载《美国东方社会学杂志》( in Journal of American Orient Sociology ) 2001 年第6 期； 拱玉书：《楔形文字字名研究》( GONG Yushu, Die 
Namender Keilschrifizeichen ), Munster, Ugaric Verlag, 2000；王新生：《<死海古卷>中的<圣经>古卷对于<旧约>文本研究的意义述评》( 
WANG Xinsheng, “ On the Meaning of Ancient Fascicles of Bible in Death Sea Scrolls for Studying Old Testament Texts ” ), 
载《复旦学报》( in Fu Dan Journal )2003 年第6 期；曾琼：《试论古希伯来<旧约>文学中神人关系的悖反》( ZHANG Qun, On Contradiction 
between God and Human in Hebrew Old Testament Literature ” )，载《西南师范大学学报》( in The Journal of South-West Normal 
University ), 2003 年第6 期；李政：《论赫梯国王的封候政治》 ( LI Zheng, “ The Vassal Politics of Hittite Kings ”， 载《北大史学》( In Bei Da 
Historiography ) 第10期；沈坚：《古色雷斯人透视》 ( SHEN Jian, “ On The Ancient Thracian People ” ), 载《历史研究》( in Historical 
Research ) 2002 年第2 期；徐晓旭：《古希腊人的“民族”概念》( XU Xiaoxun, The Conception of ‘ Nation ’ in Ancient Greece ” ), 
载《世界民族》( in World Nations ) 2004年第2 期；王立新：《古代以色列历史文献、历史框架、历史概念研究》 ( WANG Lixin, Historical 
Documents, Historical Frame and Historical Concepts in Ancient Israel )，北京大学出版社，2004年，etc. 

21.  彭小瑜：《教会法研究》( PENG Xiaoyu, A Study of Church Law )，商务印书馆，2003年. 
22.  侯建新：《社会转型时期的西欧与中国》( HOU Jianxin, Western Europe and China during the Period of Social Transformation 

)，济南出版社，2001年；龙秀清：《西欧社会转型中的教廷财政》( LONG Xiuqing, The Vatican Finance in Time of Social Transformation in 
Western Europe )，济南出版社，2001年. 

23.  赵立行：《商人阶层的形成与西欧社会的转型》( ZHAO Lixing, The Formation of Stratum of Merchant and Western European Social 
Transformation )，中国社会科学出版社，2004年；张卫良：《英国社会的商业化历史进程，1500 - 1750 》( ZHANG Weiliang, The Process of 
Commercization of British Society, 1500 – 1750 )，人民出版社，2004年；赵秀荣：《 1500 – 1700 英国商业与商人研究》( ZHAO Xiurong, 
Research on British Commerce and Merchant, 1500 – 1700 )，社会科学文献出版社，2004年. 

24.  李红梅：《普通法的历史解读――从梅特兰开始》( LI Hongmei, An Explanation of Common Law )，清华大学出版社，2003年. 
25.  孟广林：《英国封建王权论稿――从诺曼征服到大宪章》( MENG Guanglin, An Essay on British Feudal Monarchical Power 

)，人民出版社，2002年. 
26.  尹虹：《16、17世纪前期英国流民问题研究》( YIN Hong, A Study of British Migrant Problem in the 16th and Early 17th Centuries 

)，中国社会科学出版社，2003年. 
27.  倪世光：《西欧中世纪骑士的生活》( NI Shiguang, The Knight’s Life of Western Europe in Middle Ages )，河北大学出版社，2004年. 
28.  郭方：《英国近代国家的形成》( GUO Fang, The Formation of British Modern State )，商务印书馆，2006年. 
29.  参 见俞金尧：《中世纪晚期和近代早期欧洲的寡妇改嫁》( YU Jinyao, “ The Remarring of Widow in Europe in Late Middle Ages and Early 



Modern Time ”), 载《历史研究》( in Historical Research )2000年第5 期；同一作者：《中世纪欧洲寡妇的起源与演变》( YU Jinyao, “ The Origin 
and Evolution of Widow’s Remarrying in Mediaeval Europe ”)，载《世界历史》( in World History )2001 年第5 期. 

30.  参 见李建军：《西欧中世纪贵族妇女修道原因试析》( An Analysis of the Reasons of Noble Women's cultivation oneself according to the 
religious in Mediaeval West Europe ” ),载《首都师范大学学报》( in Journal of the Capital Normal University ) 2003 年第5 期. 

31.  参 见如刘文明：《早期基督教禁欲主义的兴起及对女性的影响》( LIU Wenming, “ The Rise of Asceticism of Early Christianity and Its Impact on 
Women ”),载《历史教学》( in Historical Teaching ) 2000 年第5 期；陈文海：《中世纪教廷“封圣”问题研究――对“封圣”过程的非宗教层面考察》( 
CHEN Wenhai, “ The Problem of ‘ canonize ’ on Mediaeval Vatican ” )，载《中国社会科学》( in Chinese Social Sciences )2002 年第4 期； 
刘城：《中世纪天主教信仰的仪式化》( LIU Cheng, “ Ritualization of Mediaeval Catholic Faith ” )，载《首都师范大学学报》( in Journal of the 
Capital Normal University ) 2002 年第4 期；杩中泽：《圣经中的魔鬼及其社会伦理意义》( MA Zhongzhe, “ Ghost in Bible and its Social- 
Ethical Meaning ” )，载《世界历史》( in World History ) 2004 年第4 期；张学明：《论中古基督教之异端》( ZHANG Xueming, “ On the 
Heterodoxy of Mediaeval Christianity ” )，载《世界历史》( in World History ) 2003 年第5 期. 

32.  陈志强：《拜占庭史》( CHEN Zhiqiang, A History of Byzantine )，商务印书馆，2003年. 
33.  于沛等著：《斯拉夫文明》( YU Pei et al, Slav Civilization )，中国社会科学出版社，2001 年；姚海著：《俄罗斯文化》( YAO Hai, Russian Culture 

)，上海社会科学院出版社，2005年. 
34.  哈全安：《阿拉伯封建经济形态研究》( HA Quanan,A Study of Arab Feudal Formation ), 

天津人民出版社，2000年；许序雅：《中亚萨曼王朝史研究》( XU Xuya, A Study of History of Samanid Dynasty 
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