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On behalf of the Committee of Historical Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences, which represents the Polish  

historical community in the International Committee of Historical Sciences, and Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, 

we hereby officially submit Poznań’s application to become the host city of the 23rd International Congress of Historical 

Sciences in 2020. We believe that Poznań’s application will be warmly received by the Board and the General Assembly 

of the International Committee of Historical Sciences. The selection of Poznań as the host city of the Congress will be an 

exceptional honour for us and for Poland.

	 We declare that Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań and the Committee of Historical Sciences of the Polish 

Academy of Sciences will take full responsibility for the organization of the International Congress of Historical Sciences 

in 2020. We promise to make every effort to attract the largest possible number of participants to the Poznań Congress 

and make it a memorable experience.
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Rector of Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań

Professor Krzysztof Mikulski
President of the Committee of Historical Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences
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 BEGINNINGS OF 
 POZNAŃ’S APPLICTION 

The idea to organize the International Congress of Historical Sciences in 
Poland came about two years ago within the Committee of Historical 

Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences. The idea related to expe-
riences from before the Second World War. Historians from all over the 
world were the guests of Poland in 1933, Warsaw was then the host city of 
the 7th International Congress of Historical Sciences. It was just 15 years  
after Poland had regained its independence after a long period of partitions. 
Awarding the organization of the congress to Poland was an expression of 
the rapid advancement of Polish historiography to world leaders and a kind 
of ennoblement of the Polish historical community.
	 The idea to again organize the International Congress of Historical 
Sciences in Poland has been widely approved from the very beginning.  
It was believed that twenty five years after the successful transforma-
tion of the political system in 1989 Poland is able to take up this challenge.  
The position of the country in the world and the position of Polish historio- 
graphy speak very much in its favour. An argument was also raised that 
a Congress in Poland could, to some extent, be a joint effort of the entire 
region of Central and Eastern Europe. After the Second World War in the 
eastern part of Europe a world meeting of historians was held only twice – 
in Moscow in 1970 and in Bucharest in 1980, which means that the last time 
the Congress was held in this part of Europe thirty five years ago.
	 Following discussions, first within the Committee of Historical 
Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences, and then with the academic 
communities of the main academic centres in Poland, it was agreed that  

Poznań should apply for the organization of the 23rd International Congress 
of Historical Sciences in 2020.
	 Consequently, at the beginning of December 2014 an agreement 
was concluded between Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań and the 
Committee of Historical Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences to appoint 
a temporary Organizing Committee, responsible for the preparation of this 
application to the International Committee of Historical Sciences for Poznań 
as the host city of the 23rd International Congress of Historical Sciences in 
2020. The Committee was comprised of: Professor Krzysztof Makowski 
(Department of History, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań - AMU, 
member of the Committee of Historical Sciences of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences) as its chair, Professor Tomasz Schramm (Department of History 
AMU in Poznań) as deputy chair, Professor Przemysław Matusik (Deputy 
Director of the Department of History AMU in Poznań) as deputy chair, 
Professor Krzysztof Mikulski (President of the Committee of Historical 
Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences), Professor Kazimierz Ilski (Dean 
of the Faculty of History, AMU in Poznań), Professor Józef Dobosz (Director 
of the Department of History AMU in Poznań), Professor Andrzej Chwalba 
(Department of History, Jagiellonian University in Cracow), Professor Ewa 
Domańska (Department of History AMU in Poznań), Professor Cezary Kuklo 
(Scientific Secretary of the Comittee of Historical Sciences of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences) and Professor Michał Zwierzykowski (Department of 
History, AMU in Poznań).
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The Committee of Historical Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
is a nation-wide representation of historians, which has existed since 

the 1950s and which groups the most eminent and active scholars at the 
universities and institutes of the Polish Academy of Sciences. It was chaired 
in the past by such eminent historians as professors Stefan Kieniewicz, 
Jerzy Topolski, Marian Biskup and Janusz Żarnowski. The present President 
of the Committee of Historical Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
is Professor Krzysztof Mikulski (Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń).
	 There are various commissions and scientific groups within the 
Committee, which represent a broad spectrum of historical domains and 
periods of history. All the commissions and groups integrate historical 
communities around current scholarly problems.
	 The Committee of Historical Sciences of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences is the voice of the Polish historical community; it speaks on gen-
eral issues and issues related to historical research, promotion of history 
as well as the social and professional status of historians.
	 Authorized by Polish Academy of Sciences, the Committee repre-
sents Poland in the international organizations of historians. Above all, it is 
treated as the Polish National Committee in the International Committee of 
Historical Sciences (CISH). The Committee also coordinates and supports 
the participation of Polish historians in international historical commis-
sions affiliated with CISH.

 COMMITTEE  
 OF HISTORICAL  
 SCIENCES OF THE 
 POLISH ACADEMY  
 OF SCIENCES 
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 ADAM 
 MICKIEWICZ 
 UNIVERSITY  
 IN POZNAŃ 

Poznań is an academic centre with traditions going back to the begin-
nings of the 16th century. The present University was established in 

1919, after Poland regained its independence. Today, Adam Mickiewicz 
University – next to University of Warsaw and the Jagiellonian University 
in Cracow – is one of the largest and best academic centres in Poland.  
Its present Rector is Professor Bronisław Marciniak.

 APPLICATION  /   PRESENTATION OF CONGRESS ORGANIZERS 
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	 The academic community is over 50,000 in number, of which 3,000 
are scholars. There are 15 faculties at the University. Bachelor degree 
and master degree programmes, five year master degree programs 
and doctoral programs are offered as full time and extra-mural pro-
grammes in nearly 280 areas and fields of study in humanities, social, 
exact, natural, technical, health and art sciences.

	 The University offers students and scholars the prospects of 
participating in world science not only through international student 
exchange or the support of projects of international research coopera-
tion, but also through the establishment of such original institutions as 
Collegium Polonicum in Słubice and Collegium Europaeum Gnesnense. 
Collegium Polonicum, a joint academic centre of two universities, i.e. 
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań and the European University 
Viadrina in Frankfurt upon Oder, is a meeting place of Polish and German 
science and teaching. Collegium Europaeum Gnesnense is the venue of 
research into European ideas in the spirit of respect for cultural identity.
	

15
FACULTIES

280
FIELDS OF STUDY

3,000
SCHOLARS

44,000
STUDENTS

96
 YEARS  

OF TRADITION
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The Morasko Campus in Poznań is Adam Mickiewicz University’s showcase. 
It is one of the most modern academic campuses in Poland. It houses mainly 
the faculties of exact and natural sciences and since 2015 – also the Faculty 
of History. With new investment projects under way, the Morasko Campus 
is gradually transforming into the scientific district of Poznań.
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The University also owns the Astronomical Observatory and the 
Botanical Gardens.
	 The University Library is an integral part of the University. It is a 
space of knowledge presented in both traditional paper form and with 
the help of modern sources of information. The Library supports the 
teaching and research of all the faculties and also works for the inhabit-
ants of Poznań. Its collections, with the collections of a network of fac-
ulty libraries, adds up to some five million books and journals. 

The idea of organization of the ICHS in Poznań is supported by University 
authorities and many University units, especially University Library and 
the Faculty of Polish and Classical Philology. However, the Faculty of 
History will be the main organizer. The Faculty of History plays a very 
important role in the University. It is one of the best in Poland. The tradi-
tions of the Faculty go back to the beginning of the University in 1919. It is 
composed of units which not only study historical transformations, but 
also reflect upon the culture and art and interpret important aspects 
of modern cultural life, connected with identity, tradition, customs and 
politics.
	 The Faculty of History at Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań 
is multi-disciplinary with a huge scholarly potential. It consists of five 
departments – Department of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology, 
Department of History, Department of Art History, Department of 
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Prehistory, Eastern Institute and Chair of Musicology. The Faculty em-
ploys over 200 scholars, who pursue their research in Poland and in 
Europe, Central Asia, India and in Siberia as well as in South America, 
Africa and Oceania.
	 Medieval studies, represented by Kazimierz Tymieniecki, Gerard 
Labuda or Brygida Kürbis, the history of early modern times repre-
sented by Bronisław Dembiński, socio-economic history represented by 
Jan Rutkowski and Jerzy Topolski as well as methodology, theory and 
history of historiography represented by Jerzy Topolski have been the 
showcase of historical studies in Poznań.

***
An agreement signed in December 2014 between the authorities of the 
Committee of Historical Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences and 
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań helps to combine the intellectual 
and organizational potential and infrastructure of both institutions. This 
is a guarantee that the International Congress of Historical Sciences 
in 2020 in Poznań will be a meeting of historians, which will be both a 
scholarly and cultural event.
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 WHY POLAND?  
Poland is a European country with a rich history and culture. Its begin-

nings go back to the 10th century. Being part of the Latin West, Poland 
participated in its cultural development, drawing at the same time experi-
ence from its location bordering on the Slavonic and Germanic world as 
well as Western and Eastern Christianity. In the past the tradition of the 
unique noble democracy and religious tolerance was its distinguishing 
mark and when at the end of the 18th century Poland lost its independ-
ence, there was then the tradition of persistent struggle for the regaining 
of independence and for “our freedom and yours”.
	 Modern day Poland is an example of the successful transformation 
of a political system and economy. It is a country, which has systemati-
cally been catching up with the most developed European states.
	 The traditions of Polish historical reflection go back to the Middle 
Ages and the mature works of great historians, among them Ioannes 
Dlugossius (15th century) or Adam Naruszewicz (18th century). An original 
romantic work by Joachim Lelewel marks the beginnings of modern Polish 
historiography. Despite the difficulties caused by the lack of own state and 
own scientific institutions, Polish historiography did not lag behind the dy-
namically developing European historiography. The establishment in 1869 
of the first Chair of Polish History at the Jagiellonian University in Cracow 
was a breakthrough event. Equally important was the establishment of 
the Academy of Arts and Sciences in Cracow in 1872, where scientific 
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historical reflection played an important role. The Congresses of Polish 
historians became regular events in 1880. In 1886 the Historical Society 
was established in Lviv and soon thereafter the first issue of its periodi-
cal, “Kwartalnik Historyczny” [Historical Quarterly], was published. The 
periodical has been published until present times. When Poland regained 
independence in 1918, Polish historiography advanced very quickly and 
set the standards for science among historians from Central and East 
European countries.
	 These achievements were appreciated and in 1933 the organization 
of the 7th Congress of Historical Sciences was entrusted to Warsaw, 
Poland’s capital. The growing prestige of Polish historiography was 
manifested by the fact that from the very beginning Polish historians sat 
on the CISH Board – Bronisław Dembiński of Poznań University in 1926-
1938 (in 1933-1938 as Deputy President), and Marceli Handelsman of the 
University of Warsaw from 1938.
	 It is worth emphasizing that in the interwar period the Polish school 
of socio-economic history was created by Franciszek Bujak and Jan 
Rutkowski . They cooperated very closely with the “Annales” school. 
This cooperation, despite changes in the political system in Poland, 
continued after the Second World War, which helped Polish historio-
graphy open up to non-orthodox inspirations with Marxist provenance 
and to other concepts developed in Western science. This pluralism 
helped to include Polish historiography, not only socio-economic, into 
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world science and distinguished it against the background of other coun-
tries of Central and Eastern Europe. Among many world renowned 
Polish historians of that time we should mention Witold Kula, Jerzy 
Topolski, and primarily Aleksander Gieysztor, who since 1965 sat on the 
CISH Board and in 1975-1980 was CISH Deputy President and in 1980-
1985 CISH President.
	 Poland is a country, which can boast of an array of eminent schol-
ars also in other disciplines. Next to well-known persons Nicolaus 
Copernicus and Maria Curie-Skłodowska, we should mention scholars 
eminent in other areas of science, among them the founders of the Lviv 
school of mathematics with Stefan Banach as the leading person, ethno- 
logist and culture anthropologist Bronisław 
Malinowski, philosopher Leszek Kołakowski, logician 
Alfred Tarski or sociologists Florian Znaniecki and 
Zygmunt Bauman.
	 We should also mention Poland’s achievements 
in culture. In literature top figures include Joseph 
Conrad, Stanisław Lem and Nobel prize winners Henryk 
Sienkiewicz, Władysław Reymont, Czesław Miłosz 
and Wisława Szymborska; in film – Andrzej Wajda, 
Krzysztof Zanussi, Krzysztof Kieślowski or Roman 
Polański, and recently Małgorzata Szumowska, and 
Paweł Pawlikowski; in music – Frédéric Chopin, Henryk 
Wieniawski, Witold Lutosławski, Krzysztof Penderecki, 

Henryk Mikołaj Górecki, Michał Urbaniak, 
Tomasz Stańko; in theatre – Tadeusz Kantor, 
Jerzy Grotowski and Krzysztof Warlikowski; 
in modern art – Mirosław Bałka, Magdalena 
Abakanowicz, Zbigniew Libera or Krzysztof 
Wodiczko. 
	 And last but not least – probably the 
two most recognizable figures in the world 
– Lech Wałęsa and Pope John Paul II.

Nicolaus Copernicus Frédéric  Chopin

The Unrecognised Ones by 
Magdalena Abakanowicz, Poznań

Maria Curie-Skłodowska Aleksander Gieysztor Wisława Szymborska Andrzej Wajda
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 WHY POZNAŃ?  
Poznań, the capital of the region of Greater Poland (Polonia Maior, Polish: 

Wielkopolska), is inhabited by over half a million well organized, econo- 
mically minded and hospitable people. The city is located at the crossroad 
of the largest European transportation routes connecting Moscow with 
Berlin, Paris and Madrid and also Budapest and Prague with the Baltic coast 
and farther on with the Scandinavian Peninsula.
	 This location of the city, which favours the coexistence of many na-
tionalities and cultures, was conducive to Poznań being an important meet-
ing place in Europe. For over 750 years many events important for the 
history of Poland and Europe have taken place in Poznań.
	 The areas around Poznań played a very important role in Polish history. 
The region, which later became known as Greater Poland (Wielkopolska), 
was the cradle of Polish statehood. Poznań, next to such centres of  
ducal power as Gniezno or Kalisz, played a significant role in the develop-
ment of the region and Poland. In later periods the region was always in 
the lead socially, politically, economically and culturally because Greater 
Poland (Wielkopolska) from its very beginnings was in the sphere of West 
European influence.
	 The historical process shaped the specific ethos of the region’s inhab-
itants. which became particularly visible in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
The inhabitants of Poznań are well known for their flair for thriftiness, 
good organization of work and rational actions. The economic potential of 
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the city is its great asset – a good and stable economic situation, high level of 
entrepreneurship and first of all human capital.
	 Poznań is one of the most important academic centres in Poland. There 
are 8 large state and several private universities here. In the academic year 
2012-2013 Poznań was home to over 130,000 students. Adam Mickiewicz is 
the most important university in the city, next to the University of Medical 
Sciences, University of Life Sciences, University of Economics, University of 
Arts, University of Technology, Academy of Music and the University School 
of Physical Education.
	 The Poznań is located on both banks of the Warta River (estuary of the 
Oder River). It is a contained developed complex connected with a clear net-
work of roads. The planning of the city took over 750 years in the making. 
The city developed most in the 20th century, first as a result of rapid trans-
formation at the turn of the 19th century and then as a result of the expan-
sion of the city in the second half of the 20th century.
	 The residential and industrial areas are divided in Poznań by two 
stretches of green areas. The north-south line features the bed of the Warta 
River with many parks and wetlands, while the east-west line features areas 
around the Cybina Valley (estuary of the Warta River) and Lake Malta – east 
of Poznań and the Bogdanka Valley (estuary of the Warta River) and Lake 
Kierskie – in the west of Poznań. These naturally formed green areas give 
the city a star like shape and are an exceptional city planning and spatial 
solution. The green wedges going as far as the city centre are an excellent 
location for leisure, recreation and sport activities.

Cybina River

Stary Browar Park
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